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Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut supports Proposed Bill 117: An Act Concerning 

Community Benefits Plans, which would require a hospital to include measures to address social 

determinants of health in its community benefits plans. 

 

It is critical that hospitals, especially non-profit hospitals, to be accountable and committed to the 

communities they serve.  Connecticut relies on hospitals for high-quality, accessible, affordable health 

care, especially in emergencies. 

 

One important part of that accountability and commitment is the community benefit that a hospital 

provides, through many vehicles, including: 

 Providing uncompensated care (care provided for free to those that are unable to pay for care); 

 Offering programs and services that broadly address the community’s identified needs, including 

preventive services; and 

 Collaborations and partnerships with local organizations to address the community’s identified 

needs. 

 

While non-profit hospitals report their community benefit spending and programs in the IRS 990 

Schedule H, which can be found on the Office of Health Care Access’ site1, current reporting is neither 

transparent or detailed.  It is difficult to truly understand how much money is spent on different types of 

community benefit spending, and how it supports the local community. 

 

The most recent information on community benefits spending was put together in a dashboard with data 

from 20132.  This is aggregate information for all hospitals, and does not dive deeply into details on how 

community benefit dollars were spent, nor how each hospital allocates those dollars.  While the current 

level of reporting is, again, appreciated, it makes it difficult to have a clear picture of community benefit 

spending and hold individual hospitals accountable to their communities. 

 

 

                                                           
1 CT hospital IRS 990’s and Schedule H’s can be found here: 

http://www.ct.gov/dph/cwp/view.asp?a=3902&q=585448 
2 Community Benefits Dashboard is available here: 

http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/ohca/hospitalfillings/2013/irs990/community_benefits_fy_2012-13.pdf).   

http://www.ct.gov/dph/cwp/view.asp?a=3902&q=585448
http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/ohca/hospitalfillings/2013/irs990/community_benefits_fy_2012-13.pdf
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As this is a proposed bill with little language, we urge the Public Health Committee to consider the 

following when drafting the bill: 

 Ensure alignment between a hospital’s community benefit spending and the needs identified in a 

hospital’s Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA), as well as the Healthy CT 2020 State 

Health Improvement Plan (SHIP)3 developed through the Department of Public Health. 

 Set standards for how community benefit dollars should be spent, including meaningful 

investment in: 

o The Implementation Plan developed from the Community Health Needs Assessment, 

with consideration for the State Health Improvement Plan; and 

o Addressing social determinants of health, including housing, food, neighborhood safety, 

education, and employment. 

o Note: “Meaningful investment” could be defined as a percentage of overall community 

benefit spending, or as a percentage of the hospital’s overall budget. 

 Set rigorous standards for reporting community benefit spending that is publicly available, easy to 

understand, transparent and detailed, including: 

o Dollar for dollar accounting of community benefit spending; 

o Explicit connection between dollars spent and community needs addressed; and 

o Whether the spending was in-kind or direct funding of programs, services, assistance, etc. 

 As collaboration and cooperation make for more effective community-level interventions, 

partnership with community-based organizations should be encouraged for delivering community 

benefit.  When reporting on collaborations and partnerships, hospitals should include how they 

are working with organizations, and whether they provide funding to partners. 

 Set standards for robust community engagement at all levels – in conducting the Community 

Health Needs Assessment, developing the Implementation Plan, and allocating funds for various 

community benefit programs and services. 

 Keep in mind that Connecticut has for-profit hospitals, as well, and consider extending these 

requirements to all hospitals, regardless of their non- or for-profit status, to ensure that all 

communities across the state have hospitals that are accountable and committed to them. 

 

In Massachusetts, community benefit provided by non-profit hospitals have guidelines and expectations 

that are worth examine when drafting this bill.  More information on community benefits in 

Massachusetts can be found here: http://www.mass.gov/ago/doing-business-in-massachusetts/health-

care/community-benefits.html. 

 

We appreciate the Public Health Committee’s considering on this proposed bill, and hope to see hospital 

accountability and commitment to their communities strengthened in the state. 

Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut’s mission is to serve as a catalyst that engages residents and 

communities in shaping a democratic health system that provides universal access to quality, affordable health care 

and promotes health in Connecticut. We believe that health care is a fundamental right and that our work is part of 

a broader movement for social and economic justice. 

                                                           
3 The current Healthy CT 2020 State Health Improvement Plan can be found here: 

http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/state_health_planning/sha-ship/hct2020/hct2020_state_hlth_impv_032514.pdf 

http://www.mass.gov/ago/doing-business-in-massachusetts/health-care/community-benefits.html
http://www.mass.gov/ago/doing-business-in-massachusetts/health-care/community-benefits.html
http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/state_health_planning/sha-ship/hct2020/hct2020_state_hlth_impv_032514.pdf

